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English uses the zero conditional to talk about actions 
that always have the same results. This is useful for 
talking about scientific facts.

New language  Zero conditional

Vocabulary  Scientific facts

New skill  Talking about general truths

ACTION RESULT

KEY LANGUAGE THE ZERO CONDITIONAL

FURTHER EXAMPLES THE ZERO CONDITIONAL

HOW TO FORM THE ZERO CONDITIONAL

The zero conditional uses  
“if ” or “when” with the 
present simple, followed  
by the present simple in  
the main clause.

Things that are always true

Result is described 
using present simple.

Comma separates 
action from result.

Present simple 
describes the action.

Both can be used without 
changing the meaning.

RESULT (PRESENT SIMPLE)

Both can  
be used.

COMMA“IF / WHEN” ACTION (PRESENT SIMPLE)

162-165_Unit_48_Always_true.indd   162 22/01/2016   18:50



163

MATCH THE BEGINNINGS OF THE SENTENCES TO THE CORRECT ENDINGS

READ THE ARTICLE AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS
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LISTEN TO THE AUDIO, THEN NUMBER THE SENTENCES IN THE ORDER  
YOU HEAR THEM

LOOK AT THE PICTURES AND FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE WORDS  
IN THE PANEL  

Ayida is giving 
her class a 
science lesson.
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ANOTHER WAY TO SAY THE ZERO CONDITIONAL
Sentences using the zero conditional can be 
reversed, so the result comes before the action.

CHECKLIST

 Zero conditional   Scientific facts   Talking about general truths  

Use a comma if the action comes first.

“If ” or “when” can sit between the action 
and result, without a comma.

The result can come at the 
beginning of the sentence.

SAY THE SENTENCES OUT 
LOUD, REVERSING THE ORDER  
OF THE PHRASES

REWRITE THE SENTENCES, 
PUTTING THE WORDS IN THE 
CORRECT ORDER
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